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Study	questions		1.	Bias-induced	illusions	could	differ	with	respect	to	how	long	they	persist	in	light	of	further	information.	For	example,	suppose	someone	sees	a	black	man	as	angry	even	though	his	facial	expression	is	neutral.	What	kinds	of	factors	would	you	expect	to	make	an	illusion	like	this	end,	once	it	begins?	What	kinds	of	experiments	could	measure	the	persistence	of	illusions?		2.	Suppose	you	knew	someone	was	susceptible	to	bias-induced	illusions,	and	you	had	to	brainstorm	ways	to	make	them	less	susceptible	to	them.	What	strategies	come	to	mind?	Are	they	focused	around	individuals,	groups	who	have	the	same	susceptibilities,	groups	that	differ	greatly	in	their	susceptibilities?	What	advantages	and	drawbacks	do	the	potential	strategies	have?		3.		Can	you	think	of	examples	besides	racialized	bias	where	someone’s	perceptions	are	inflected	with	their	antecedent	commitments?	Can	you	find	examples	of	this	in	fiction?	In	the	cases	you	come	up	with,	does	the	influence	help	the	person	epistemically,	or	make	it	worse	for	them,	or	both?				4.	In	discussing	Levin	and	Banaji	(2006),	Firestone	and	Scholl	(2015)	argue	that	the	effect	isn’t	due	to	racial	on	the	basis	of	a	second	study	in	which	the	“black”	face	still	looked	darker	even	though	the	images	were	blurred	in	ways	that	masked	the	features	that	standardly	
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elicit	the	racial	categorizations	“black”	and	‘white.	If	the	original	effect	is	stronger	than	the	subsequent	one,	does	the	critique	by	Firestone	and	Scholl	settle	whether	racial	categories	affect	the	perception	of	lightness?		5.		Some	people	think	that	our	biases	directly	affect	perception	(how	things	look	to	us)	whereas	other	people	think	that	biases	only	affect	the	judgments	and	interpretations	we	form	on	the	basis	of	what	we	see	(what	we	think	about	how	things	look).	What	kinds	of	evidence	might	help	us	decide	between	these	two	possibilities?	
 		
